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The National  
Consortium on  
Deaf-Blindness 
(NCDB) works collabora-

tively with families, federal, 

state and local agencies to 

provide technical assis-

tance, information and per-

sonnel training.  NCDB 

brings together the re-

sources of three agencies 

with long histories of ex-

pertise in the field of deaf-

blindness.  
 

Consortium partners are:  
♦ The Teaching Research 

Institute (TRI) at 
Western Oregon      
University 

♦ Helen Keller National 
Center (HKNC) 

♦ Hilton/Perkins        
Program at Perkins 
School for the Blind 

 

 

Children who are  
deaf-blind have both 

hearing and vision loss.  Al-

though most are not totally 

deaf or totally blind, the  

combination of hearing loss 

and vision loss significantly 

impacts a child’s ability to 

access information, com-

municate, and interact with 

other people.  The presence 

of additional physical dis-

abilities, cognitive disabili-

ties, or medical conditions 

is common and creates fur-

ther challenges.  Children 

and youth identified as 

deaf-blind are a unique 

group of learners who re-

quire intensive and effec-

tive early intervention and 

educational programs from 

infancy through young 

adulthood.   

(800) 438-9376 Voice 
(800) 854-7013 TTY 
(503) 838-8150 FAX 

C o n t a c t  N C D B  

Send us an email 

info@nationaldb.org 

Visit NCDB on-line 

www.nationaldb.org 

Contact NCDB by mail 

National Consortium on Deaf-Blindness 
The Teaching Research Institute 

Western Oregon University 
345 North Monmouth Avenue 

Monmouth, OR 97361 
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Funded through award #H326T060002 by the U.S. Department 
of Education, OSERS, OSEP. The opinions and policies expressed 
by this publication do not necessarily reflect those of The Teach-
ing Research Institute, or the U.S. Department of Education. 
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(800) 438-9376 Voice                                         www.nationaldb.org                                         (800) 854-7013 TTY                                         info@nationaldb.org 

Improving Outcomes For Children Who Are Deaf-Blind 

T echnical Assistance P ersonnel Training 

NCDB provides leadership in a national effort to promote personnel 
training and professional development.  In collaboration with state 
deaf-blind projects, personnel preparation projects, and other  
federally funded projects NCDB works to: 

 
♦ Identify national shortages, training needs, and necessary practicum          

experience specific to deaf-blindness 

♦ Facilitate the development of a national personnel training and leadership 
consortium 

♦ Maximize the use of evidence-based research and implementation   
research to more effectively train personnel 

♦ Develop a repository of personnel training resources that can be 
shared across programs 

I nformation Services and Dissemination 

NCDB provides technical assistance (TA) and support to assist states 
in the implementation of IDEA and evidence-based practices.  NCDB 
works to identify the needs of children, their families and their      
educational teams, and implements an array of TA to build the        
capacity of state and local agencies to meet those needs. 
 

NCDB Technical Assistance strives to: 
 
♦ Improve the identification of children who are deaf-blind 

♦ Increase educational achievement 

♦ Improve transition services and the achievement of post-
secondary goals 

♦ Increase the ability of families to effectively participate in the 
education of their child 

♦ Employ effective evaluation strategies to improve  

accountability 

 

NCDB is home to DB-LINK, the largest collection of information       
related to deaf-blindness worldwide.  A team of information 
specialists makes this extensive resource available in response 
to direct requests, via the NCDB web site, and through topical 
mailing lists.  
 

Contact DB-LINK to: 
 

♦ Access quality information that can make a difference for a child 

♦ Locate information about evidence-based practices 

♦ Receive Deaf-Blind Perspectives and other NCDB publications 

♦ Find resources in your state 

♦ Receive tailored information packets to support teaching or training  

♦ Connect to a network of experts and families 

Committed 
to   

children  
and  

families 
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